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asks me to be true, just, merciful, and loving, and
because He asks me to be so, I know that He is
Himself what He requires of me.

We first hear of the poem " Miriam " in the
summer of 1870, when Whittier sent the manu-
script of it to Fields with this note: "I send
thee a long poem, Oriental, and purely fiction,
though consistent with the character of Akba and
his Christian wife. I hope thee and dear Mrs. F.
will like it. Pray let me hear from you about
it." Fields recommended its publication with other
poems, in a volume to be issued at once. Mr.
Whittier made a list of the poems to accompany
it, with a computation of the number of pages
each would fill, and sent it with this note: " I
think this is all (although I am not quite sure)
and that I have computed the number of pages cor-
rectly. But until I see ' Miriam ' again, amended
and improved, I cannot decide about a new vol-
ume. What's the use of it, anyhow ? ' Of the
making of many books ' there ought to be an end
some time. Let me see c Miriam ' in type, and if
she finds favor in my eyes, I will let thee know as
soon as possible."

In October he wrote : "I send a dedication to
my old friend, Fred Barnard, LL. D., President of
Columbia College, New York, who used to rhyme
with me during my sojourn at Hartford, nearly
forty years ago. I think it will please him. . , .
Is it necessary to have a full-page illustration for
my little book? I rather shrink from seeing a
pretty woman's face on my sober page, as thee
suggested. It would be quite out of keeping."